CRUSAIE FOR PHEEDOM and its coming fund-raising campaign, ull of which was..
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| (EX@EEPZ‘) _ ,
I"umon Lewii.s, Jry at, 'm@ﬁ Peltte cvzn:‘ WGK& (Washinghon) and the Mﬁs Retwprkz

"Pmsmen% Eisenhmr had a Mnehecn party today at. the White Houae ’ui'bh a
group of government offidials for the purpose of publicizing the so-called
entirely innocent, . I'm sure; but it does demonstrate how well-meaning pe@ple}‘ |
ean betome involved in questionable prq;}eﬁts when they're not aareﬁul to check
the faets ‘before they gu aheada- ,

" B

' “Cmsade for ?meaam 533 the argmzmim %hat collects mmey ewry year

under the slogan 'of Truth Dollars to spread the message of froedom sﬁppoae&lj o
behind the Iron Curtain in Hurepe by means of Radio Pree Burope and the balloon -

propaganda program operated out of thlch, Gemany. The purposés y @8 stvated
in their articles of incorporation, are very glamorcus and very mble. in
actual practice, however; the propaganda line which the whole Free Europe

“operation is taking, and has taken for a long time past, is to urge the peéple

of the Iron Curtuin countries to tirn, not from theilr present Communism to
&mocracy, bu’c £mm their mesan‘b Commnism m naticnal Genﬂnmiam. o :

g supporb this actiﬂty, the Cmsade for Fre@&m. ﬁnich ‘the Preaident

" kicked off at tho White House today with this luncheon, will spend the rest.’

of this month solieiting so~called Truth Eoliarﬁ, as you probably yourself

N will be salici*bed by your nows delimry boy == that is %;he methﬁﬂ Ahat is as:ede '

“geveral m;ghta ago I read to you'a {iirective iesued t@ stai:f editora, exmiu-' .
tives and so forth,; as to the Fres Hurope operation in Munich; instructing that

from that time on the poliey lins would be to glorify Titc as & great national -

herc who has saved his country from fnraiga barbarians; anﬂ te go slﬁw on-
. eriticlsm of Communism a8 such. S . ,

L & visit-.ed the ci‘ﬁm of the Fz'ee Enmpe @amfaitte@ in Hew ‘Xeﬁc last week, _
interviewed some of the officials; made certain specific inquiries through a
vary courteous and cooperative public relations réepresentative by the name of -

 {McInerny?). Among the questions 1 asked was what comment they had to make on
. this directive or goldance, as they call it; of March 1956, I had talked to

leading members of the Free Zurope Cormitteoe!s Board of Directors at great

- length. They had ¢onfimed to me that this was the policy, and even under

took to defend it very enthusiastically as a wiee ;wliey..

Hijith trﬁ.a I camizﬁ.y as not agres; and I d@nbt that you do because it

‘geems t0 me that any propaganda message that's beamed o the peopls of the

Boviet catellite countries, supported by this Cinsade for Freedom and the = .
Truth Dollars it collects from yous; showld e a message of freedom and h@pe
and inspiration to some day regain their own 1liberitiess. a message to keep -

'alive in their minds the stmrw af what fmeﬁm is in the éutside f‘me world.
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This, hnwever, 1s a poﬁ.nt of disagmemen‘b, honest ﬂiﬂ‘émm& e! epinian, ané

. 4t's asids from' the poimi

"The important thing is the reply that I oot to ny- dngsdrys s a £ype~
written reply from a young man by the name of Thomas He Browns Jr.; who is
Acting Director of the whols Hadio Free Burope operation; with headguarters -

- in New York.s It bears his signature; it's addressed to Mri Samuel 8. Walker, ]
dre == everybody in the organization seems 4o bo a Jz-a, which 1 mppase cught . - . |

to male me feel at home «= from Thomas Hs Brown, Jri, and the message. read«*
ag follows: If it is committee policy to reply to Fulton lewis' inguiry. -

= abaub the alleged Hadio Freo Eumpe drective or guldance of Harch, 1956, the
‘answer should be, quote, the pwyart&fi directive passapes which Mr. Iewis has -

quoted in various forms arc not.and have never been part of any poliey dire

- ective issned by the management of Radio Free Eurdpe or Free Eirope aammittea;
. -and do not represent the policy of thess organizations, past or present, =~
unquote. That, deﬂpﬁ.te the fact that the directors of the organization haﬂ

confirmed o me the previous day that the direetive does mpresent ‘bne
policy of the Froe Eumpe c&mpaign out ozt Eanicha S

’f‘i’lease mt that T éﬁ tiot qaest:.cn in any panher, snape br itmfm the sin~
cerity of the backers of the Crusade for Freedom. I'm sure they believe

' . that the camse they're supporting is actually spreaéing tha mespsage of the :

free world to the appresaed people of the Iren Curtain. - Certainly the President

~ would never have put on this luncheon teday if he had had the shghtesb idean

to .the contrary. Unfortunately, however, there secms to be a decided short
circuit ‘somewhere botween the good intentions of these fund cellectors and
‘the actusl operation of the projedct at the grass roots, and anybody who has -
been to Europs and is familﬁar with “bha omraﬁan will verify tha‘h fach .’m

'ﬁxll"
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